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In the current social system, school uniforms are becoming a common trend and parents, teachers and students have varied feelings about making it mandatory for students to wear school uniforms. The main point of the need to make all students look the same by making schools uniforms mandatory is to enhance discipline; some stakeholders contend that making school uniforms mandatory will take away student’s freedom of expression. After weighing the pros and cons of making school uniforms mandatory, this paper argues that regardless of the reasons raised by those who oppose making school uniforms mandatory, uniforms are necessary for schools and all stakeholders should embrace it. 
One of the major arguments that are brought forth by some stakeholders against school uniforms is that uniforms deny students the freedom of expression. To some extent, this might be true but it is imperative to note that student’s self-expression does not necessarily involve clothes. Students can express themselves through wearing bracelets, making their hair in the styles they please or even putting shoes of their choice (Cohn, 2016). It should be noted that just because a student has been denied the chance to wear the latest fashion or trend does not mean that they have been denied the right to express themselves. 
Similarly, students can wear their latest trends and clothing of their choice outside school. There is a whole room to express themselves with clothes as well as any other means of expression, outside school. Uniforms give all learners a homogeneous look. It puts them on a level playing ground and this helps in eliminating the likelihood of any sort of discrimination in school (Cohn, 2016).  Furthermore, schools that require their students to wear uniforms look more formal and this is one reason why all stakeholders should embrace the perspective of making school uniforms mandatory. 
In addition, school uniforms remove or rather eliminate the concepts of social classes in schools. In this regard, allowing students to wear clothes of their choices provide a leeway for students to basically categorize each other and even label each other in terms of whether they come from a wealthy or a poor background (Bodine, 2017). It is important to note that such discriminations in schools result to a rise of indiscipline cases, making some students have low self-esteem and even worse, have poor performances in school.
When schools allow students to wear clothes of their choice in school, it makes it difficult for teachers to identify violent tendencies from students and deal with them. When students are allowed to wear home clothes, it creates room for wearing clothes that have specials identifications such as gang related colors which most definitely lead to formation of cliques (Bodine, 2017). This factor makes it even more difficult for teachers to enforce discipline in schools. On the contrary, uniforms help in eliminating and suppressing gang behavior.  It should be noted that schools are meant for acquiring education, among other things and fashion is not emphasized or should not be emphasized in any way 
Having students wearing home clothes in schools basically creates inequality as students come from different backgrounds. Students spend several years in school and spending all those years in a place where one feels unequal to others can be traumatic. For instance, schools that allow learners to wear home clothes make their students worry every morning about how they will look in a particular outfit, what they will wear the following day and so forth (White, 2015). Students spend a lot of time preparing for their “looks” the following day at school which makes it hard for students who come from poor backgrounds and cannot afford to keep up with standards and social statuses of their fellow students. 
This reduces concentration from academics and other significant school activities that are the major reasons why students enrolled in school in the first place. Students categorize each other and may happen to not associate themselves with a particular person or group because they do not compare to them or do not belong to their class. Hatred and discrimination could arise as a result. Clothes with special codes and identifications could also be worn by students and gang related behaviors and violence in schools could arise as a result (White, 2015).  In this case, it is difficult for teachers to enforce discipline. In schools, some students face physical, verbal and even social harassments from their fellow students. For schools without uniforms, it becomes even easier for bullies to target students who look different, or who may not be wearing the “right” clothes. 
It should also be understood that one of the major concerns in schools today is bullying. The major causes of bullying originate from people being different or not wearing the “right” clothes. For instance, when a person looks richer, it is assumed that they have more power or they belong to higher social status. Contrary to this, wearing uniforms creates a more level playing ground for students where there is less judgment in regard to the clothing choices,  the branding of the clothing or even physical appearance.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Uniforms instill pride in students (White, 2015). Uniforms make students identify with the school, other students and also feel proud to associated with the institution as well as being a part of something big. In this regard, students would feel even more connected to their classmates and the institution in general. Wearing uniforms and making students look alike creates a sense of community and would reduce the chances of having gang-affiliated behaviors and the general crime. In addition, self confidence among students is boosted by the sense of belonging that emerges from wearing school uniform. 
Majority of the students wearing uniforms argue that they feel more proud of their school and also feel a part of something big (Caruso, 2018).When they wear school colors they feel more connected to their fellow learners. Therefore, if there is a sense of connectedness and community among students, then the use of foul language and crimes such as vandalism would be eliminated largely. 
One of the major concerns that people have about wearing uniforms is conformity. Individuals or parents feel that when their children are made to wear uniforms they will look the same with every other person and their individuality will be suppressed (Caruso, 2018).  However, they should not feel that way because it is not the case. This is because wearing accessories such as bracelets and even hairclips could jazz up the school uniform.  It is also important to note that students can wear their clothes of choice on weekends or outside school. They should not worry about their personality being erased because personality is determined by the manner in which a person, talks, feels thinks and carry’s themselves.
In a nutshell, school uniforms enhance a level playing ground for all students regardless of their backgrounds. Allowing students to dress the way they wish makes bullying and gang activities more prevalent. Making uniforms mandatory would give students, teachers and parents an easy time undertaking their responsibilities. Similarly, making School uniforms mandatory has more advantages in addition to those mentioned. To begin with, standard uniform would mean lower costs for parents during back to school seasons. The idea that bullying can be alleviated is the leading reason why school uniforms should be mandatory. 
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